Forms 888, Statutory Declarations & Letters of Support from
Friends and Family
Form 888
This is the official form for written statements to support partner visa applications. You need to find
somebody that knows of you and your partner’s relationship and is prepared to complete a legal
document to support this. The witness can be a relative or friend who can truly testify that you and
your partner are in a genuine and continuing relationship.
They will need to give reasons for their belief in addition to information and dates on when they
have met your partner and you. Whether this was face to face, via electronic communications such
as Skype or even that you have told them about their existence and the progress of your relationship
on a regular basis.
Think carefully before you ask somebody to undertake this task and make sure they are reliable.
This is a legal document and the Department may contact them directly to verify their statement.
The person completing the form must provide evidence of their current name, age and, where
applicable, Australian citizenship or Australian permanent residency (for example, a certified copy of
the birth certificate, Australian passport or passport containing a permanent visa). All copies must be
certified. Note: a driver’s licence is not evidence of Australian citizenship or Australian permanent
residency.
If the visa applicant is outside Australia and is unable to have an Australian citizen or Australian
permanent resident complete a form 888, any person who knows the applicant and their partner or
fiancé(e) may also complete the form.
Page one of the form lists a number of prescribed persons who can witness the form. A Justice of the
Peace is most commonly used.
We recommend to provide at least two forms 888.

Statutory Declarations
A standard statutory declaration can also be used by anyone wanting to support your application in
addition to the forms 888. In Australia it is best to use the Commonwealth Statutory Declaration
format. Outside Australia the person making the statement can use whatever format is used locally.
The statutory declaration should be made along the same lines as a form 888 and include how and
how long they know the visa applicant and why they believe the relationship to be genuine.
Letters of support
It’s also possible for friends, family or acquaintances to simply submit a personal written statement
outlining your relationship that is not a statutory declaration or written on Form 888. As a minimum,
ask them to include their full name, contact details and to sign and date the letter. Whenever
possible, ask them to include a copy of a formal ID
Marital Status
Ask the person making the statement to use the correct terminology that reflects your relationship
status; married, de-facto or engaged.
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